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them.1 According to the Malikites,2 a debt may be applied
to gold and silver and the articles of trade with a view to
canceling or reducing their zakat only if the zakat payer
does not possess other appropriate property against which
he may apply the debt in question. By appropriate property
here is meant gold or silver extracted from a mine, tithable
grain, collectible claims already accrued, or, finally, com-
modities (fard) which he has had for a year and which may
legally be sold for the satisfaction of debts, such as cloth-
ing, cattle, riding beasts, books of law; but not clothing
destined for his person or a house destined for his resi-
dence, unless they exceed his needs. Thus a person having
forty dinars and a commodity worth twenty dinars and
owing forty dinars pays zakat only for twenty dinars if at
the time the zakat falls due he has had that commodity for
at least a year and it is worth twenty dinars.

The conditions of zakat's being a wajib are the follow-
ing:

(1)  Reason (faql) and maturity (bulug), for there can
be no responsibility without them.

(2)  State of Islam, because the payment of zakat is an
act of worship and as such it can validly be performed only
by a Moslem.

(3)   Freedom of person (hurriyyah), in order that the
provision in the definition of zakat concerning the trans-
ferring of ownership (tamtik) by the zakat payer to the
zakat beneficiary may be realized, for the slave can not
own any property.

Exemptions. As a result of failure in one or more of
the above requirements, the following are exempt from
zakat:

(i) The Mukatab,3 because though he enjoys the right

l'Alatnkiriyyaht pp. 243, 244.         *K3iarashi, p. 107; Dardlr, p. 124.
8 The mukdtab is the slave who obtained from his master the privi-